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RESIDENCY FOR TUITION PURPOSES AND THE CLASSICS DEPT. 
 
Read the Residency Guide (included with your packet) immediately.  Start working on anything you 
can do NOW.  If you don’t, you could be paying out-of-state tuition rates out-of-pocket after one 
year ($22,464.00/year as of 2011). 
 

 Establish a residence (get an apartment!) in North Carolina no later than August 1.  If you 
move in later than that, you jeopardize your chances of getting Residency for Tuition 
Purposes on your first try.   

 

 
Other helpful things (that don’t necessarily apply to everyone): 
 

 move your spouse to NC – if your spouse lives elsewhere, the committee deciding Residency 
will not think you have an intent to commit yourself to North Carolina life 

 enroll your kids in local schools 

 buy property AND LIVE THERE (this is the number one sure-thing for getting Residency 
for Tuition Purposes) 

 get married in NC 

 move your parents to NC 

 get in touch with NC relatives 

 As soon as you move in (that very day!) start working on this checklist. Complete this checklist 
no later than Aug. 15: 

o establish a physical residence; keep your lease, cable installation bill, energy bill, etc. to 
prove you moved in by Aug. 15 

o get a North Carolina state ID or license (http://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/) 
o register your car in North Carolina  
o open a bank account in town (SunTrust, Wells Fargo, State Credit Union, Bank of 

America, etc.) 
o Register to vote (http://www.co.orange.nc.us/elect/registration.asp) 
o join a community/local group or religious group 

 churches, mosques, synagogues, etc. 

 groups with local chapters, like the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Archaeological Institute of America, Jane Austen Society, etc.; be sure you sign 
up for the local affiliation 

 UNC CLUBS DON’T COUNT! 

 volunteer in the community, join a community garden, do anything that gets you 
involved 

 get a library card at the local library (even if you don’t plan to use it) 

 Weaver Street Market, the farmers’ co-op in Carrboro counts ($75 one-time fee 
for an adult membership):  http://www.weaverstreetmarket.coop/  

o parents’ taxes; you must file YOUR OWN taxes for this year or you will be 
automatically disqualified from getting Residency for Tuition Purposes 
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 vacation in NC on your breaks 

 marry someone with Residency already – their time in NC counts towards yours 
 
 
Need more help?  Have questions?  Email me Serena Witzke (switzke@email.unc.edu) and I’ll 
help you out.  I’m in town all summer and more than happy to work through the residency process 
with you. 
 
If you have any concerns about what counts as a ‘community group’ or ‘community activity’ just ask 
– this one is the trickiest for most grad students. 
 
Having trouble finding an apartment?  You’ve got a whole network of grad students who know all 
the good (and the bad!) about local apartments.  We would be happy to help you find a place that 
suits your needs. 
 
Need help getting to the DMV or bank?  I’ll even give you a ride – just ask! 


