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CLAR/JWST/RELI 110 – New Testament Archaeology 

This course surveys the archaeology of Palestine (modern Israel and Jordan) from the Persian 

period (ca. 586 BCE) to the Muslim conquest (640 CE). 

Instructor: Prof. Jodi Magness 

CLAR 120 – Ancient Cities 

This course is an introduction to Mediterranean archaeology, surveying archaeological sites 

from the Neolithic period (ca. 9000 B.C.) to Late Antiquity (ca. 600 A.D.).  The sites, geographic 

and cultural areas, and chronological periods of study vary depending on instructor.  Spring 

2020, the course will focus on early city-state and territorial-state formation, introducing basic 

questions of the origins of cities and states, and the diverse trajectories of development of 

complex societies Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Greek Aegean (ca. 9000 B.C. to 300 B.C.). This 

course does not satisfy classical archaeology major requirements.  This course does satisfy the 

following General Education Categories: Historical Analysis (HS); and World before 1750 (WB).  

Instructor: Prof. Donald Haggis 

CLAR/ARTH 200 – Art and Fashion from Rome to Timbuktu 

In the Roman Empire and in modern and contemporary Africa, people use clothing to express 

complicated ideas that are based on local symbolic systems and global trade networks. Because 

Ancient Rome is, in our popular imagination, an idealized, distant source of Western culture, 

and Africa (past and present) evokes a generalized, “exotic,” and distant place, the study of 

fashion from these two cultures offers an opportunity to complicate and even to contradict 

such generalized conceptions. This course uses fashion as a window onto the political and 

economic systems, religious beliefs, hierarchies of status, and creativity of people in these 

ostensibly different worlds. Over the course of this semester we will explore how a seemingly 

frivolous art form—changing dress styles—actually reveals the complexity and sophistication of 

both cultural worlds.  General Education Categories: Visual and Performing Arts (VP); and World 

before 1750 (WB). 

Instructor: Prof. Herica Valladares/Prof. Victoria Rovine 

CLAR/ARTH 247 – Roman Archaeology 

This course is an introduction to the art, architecture, and archaeology of the ancient Romans 

from the beginnings of the city of Rome in the early Iron Age to late antiquity, including both 

Italy and the Roman provinces.  It focuses on major developments in Roman material culture, 

particularly sculpture, painting, monuments, buildings, and cities.  Material will be presented 



chronologically and students will see and evaluate artifacts in light of their cultural precedents.  

Students will acquire the analytical skills necessary to interpret Roman material culture and 

learn how to use archaeological remains to reconstruct various aspects of ancient Roman 

society. General Education Categories: Visual and Performing Arts (VP); North Atlantic World 

(NA); and World before 1750 (WB) 

Instructor: Prof. Jennifer Gates-Foster 

CLAR/ARTH 465 – Architecture of Rome  

Cross-listed with ARTH 465.  This course will discuss architecture in Italy and in the Roman 

world from the 7th century B.C. through the 4th century A.D., focusing on the development of 

Roman urbanism, and on the function, significance, evolution, and geographic distribution of 

the main building types (e.g., temples, basilicas, theaters, amphitheaters, circuses, baths, 

houses).  In addition, particular attention will be paid to the political, social, economic and 

cultural implications of public monumental architecture as well as private residential ones, for 

instance in terms of the social use of space, the significance of individual and imperial 

munificence or the development of new building technologies. 

Instructor: Prof. Herica Valladares 

CLAR 910 – Seminar: Arch and Nationalism 

Although it concerns the study of the past, archaeology involves a process of interpretation 

shaped by contemporary interests and perspectives. This seminar introduces students to the 

ethical, moral and political dimensions of archaeological sites and artifacts, especially in 

situations where their meaning and stewardship are disputed. We will consider the role played 

by modern interests in how archaeological remains are interpreted, preserved and presented. 

Students will be required to articulate their own ethical positions on these issues while working 

to understand society’s legal and moral codes regarding the treatment of these important 

resources. We will frame these issues by considering why humans care about the past, a broad 

question of current importance.  We will also consider the particular nationalist frameworks 

that have guided decision-making and the construction of archaeological narratives, especially 

in the 20th and 21st centuries. 

Instructor: Prof. Jennifer Gates-Foster 

CLAR 910 – Seminar: Methods of Pottery Analysis and Documentation of Ceramic 

Assemblages 

Students in this seminar will learn how to draw and describe pottery derived from primary 

excavation contexts, and to understand in general the goals of ceramic studies in archaeology. 

The seminar is an introduction to methods of studying ceramic assemblages, addressing 

problems of sampling; the definition and implications of depositional, typological, chronological 

and systemic assemblages; formation processes; documentation (illustration, description, 

organization and presentation, and publication); reconstruction or interpretation of systemic 

context; and the relationship between practices of ceramic study and writing historical 



narrative in archaeological publication. 

Instructor: Prof. Donald Haggis  
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CLAS 55H – FYS: Three Greek and Roman Epics 

The course will involve a close reading of Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey and Vergil’s Aeneid, and as 

a transition from Homer to Vergil, we will also read the tragedies of Sophocles from fifth-

century Athens.  It was epic and tragedy that formulated the bases of Graeco-Roman civilization 

and provided influential models of heroism and human values for later ages—along with raising 

fundamental questions about the individual’s relationship to society.  We will analyze, discuss, 

and write about these works both as individual pieces of literature in a historical context, and in 

terms of how they position themselves in the poetic tradition; after reading the Iliad and 

Odyssey, we’ll see how heroic myth gets reworked for democratic Athens, and then how Vergil 

combines Homer, tragedy and other traditions to make a new poem for his time.  We will look 

at aspects of structure and technique, questions of overall interpretation and values, and the 

interplay of genre and historical setting. 

Instructor: Prof. James O’Hara 

CLAS 67 – FYS: Helen of Troy 

Helen of Troy is said to have been the most beautiful woman in the world, yet we have no 

evidence of what she really looked like. This missing piece has worked in her favor, as authors 

and artists have tried to “fill in the blank” ever since. For over two millennia, her story has 

inspired countless creative responses, from Homer’s Iliad to Hollywood’s Troy. Helen makes us 

think about issues that still resonate today: how do we define beauty? What is worth fighting 

for? How far should one go for love? In this course, we will study the story of Helen in multiple 

retellings, asking questions about the value of beauty, the risks of desire, and the consequences 

for society when individuals place love above all else. Students will read ancient sources in 

translation (Homer, Sappho, Euripides, Plato, Ovid); view modern film adaptations; analyze and 

debate major course themes; and write short responses and a 6-page final paper. The course 

requires no prior knowledge of the material.  

Instructor: Prof. Patricia Rosenmeyer 

CLAS 89 – FYS: Ancient Magic and Religion  

Bindings and curses, love charms and healing potions, amulets and talismans – from simple 

spells to complex group rituals, ancient societies made use of both magic and religion to try to 

influence the world around them.  In this course, we shall examine the roles of magic and 

religion in the ancient Greek and Roman worlds, paying special attention to their local contexts 

and to the myths and actual techniques ancient practitioners used to serve their clientele. In 

this class, we examine descriptions of religious and magical practices in the multicultural 

contexts of ancient Greece and Rome.  Our sources include literary accounts, legal documents, 



and material objects, such as inscriptions, amulets, tablets, magical images, and papyri.   

Instructor: Prof. Suzanne Lye 

CLAS 126 – Medical Word Formation and Etymology  

Systematic study of the formation of medical terms from Greek and Latin roots, to build 

vocabulary and recognition.  

Instructor: Sarah Eisenlohr/Nathan Smolin; Andrew Ficklin 

CLAS 131 – Classical Mythology  

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the myths of the ancient Greeks and 

Romans, the stories about gods, goddesses, and heroes that were told and retold over a period 

of centuries.  The emphasis will be not simply on learning these stories, but on studying them in 

their historical context.  How were they transmitted?  What roles did they play in Greek and 

Roman culture? What can we learn from them about the way that the ancient Greeks and 

Romans understood the world around them?  In our explorations we will concentrate on 

literary texts, especially epic and tragedy, but will also consider visual sources, especially vase 

painting and sculpture. Assessment will be based on quizzes, two papers, a midterm, and a final 

exam. This course satisfies the following General Education Categories: Literary Arts (LA) and 

World Before 1750 (WB). 

Instructor: Kelly McArdle/Emma Warhover 

CLAS 263/H – Athletics in the Greek and Roman World  

Today and in antiquity, to talk about sport is to talk about society.  This course inspects the 

cultures of Greece and Rome, from the age of Homer to the end of the (Western) Roman 

Empire, through the lens of athletics.  We will scrutinize the mechanics and logistics of ancient 

athletic events while taking up larger issues of interpretation, placing sport within its religious, 

cultural, and political contexts. We will consider questions such as: How do the ideals embodied 

in Greek and Roman sport relate to the myths and cultural practices of these societies?   How 

were competitors, whether amateur and professional, regarded and rewarded by their 

societies?  What ethical dilemmas did athletes and audiences face?  Why were animals, slaves, 

and religious minorities subjected to blood-sport in Roman amphitheaters? Why did others 

freely volunteer to face the same fate?  In sum, what legacies and lessons have ancient athletics 

left for the modern world?   

To address these and other questions, students will work with a variety of evidence, including 

literary texts, historical inscriptions, plastic and pictorial art, as well as physically re-enacting 

aspects of the ancient events. Students in the supplemental Honors recitation, will closely 

discuss the extensive battery of theoretical approaches—anthropological, sociological, 

aesthetic, etc.—that have been applied to sports ancient and modern. No knowledge of the 

ancient Mediterranean is assumed; all necessary historical and cultural background will be 

provided in readings and lectures.  Course requirements include short writing assignments, map 

quiz, midterm, group projects, and a final exam. 

Instructor: Prof. Al Duncan  



CLAS 391 – The Body in the Greco-Roman World 

As human beings of the twenty-first century, one thing we may imagine that we share with 

ancient individuals is the experience of living in physical bodies that have remained 

recognizably similar over more than two millennia. In our study of past civilizations, we 

frequently take for granted this basic sense of shared humanity. Yet, it is not possible to 

separate the human body in its physical dimensions from the social and conceptual discourses 

that give it meaning: in every culture, people experience, describe, understand and treat the 

body in very different ways.   

In this seminar, we will investigate conceptions of the body in the Greek and Roman worlds by 

engaging the wide range of materials, approaches, methodologies and resources used by 

scholars in Classics. The aim of the seminar is for participants to expand their views of the 

Greco-Roman world and of the sorts of questions we can ask about it. Student-directed 

research projects are a central component of the course, and class meetings are designed to 

introduce students to the process of reflection and revision involved in producing and 

disseminating original scholarship.   

Instructor: Prof. Janet Downie 

CLAS 409H – Greek and Roman Historical Literature  

This course will provide an overview of the historiographical tradition in classical Greece and 

Rome and will explore in detail the surviving texts of the most important ancient historians. We 

will read select English translations from Herodotus, Thucydides, Polybius, Sallust, Livy, and 

Tacitus, considering their literary qualities and engagement with the historiographical tradition. 

Students will become familiar with the major ancient historians, engage in critical and informed 

analyses of their strategies in representing the past, and gain insight into how a culture uses 

and interprets its own past. 

Instructor: Prof. Emily Baragwanath 

 

  



GREEK 

Department of Classics 
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GREK 102 – Elementary Classical Greek II 

This course – the continuation of GREK 101 – aims to help the student acquire a thorough 

grounding in the grammar and syntax of classical Greek, as preparation for reading texts such as 

Plato, Xenophon, Herodotus, or the New Testament.  Class meetings will include lecture, oral 

drills, recitation by students, and written exercises.  There will be a brief quiz each week, two or 

three one-hour tests, and a final exam. 

Instructor: Prof. Al Duncan 

GREK 204 – Intermediate Greek II 

In this course, you will be introduced to ancient Greek poetry through a curated selection of 

readings.  Assessments will be based on in-class participation, online discussions, homework 

assignments, and exams. 

Instructor: Prof. Suzanne Lye 

GREK 222/351 – Advanced Greek II/Classical Greek Prose 

This course is designed to develop your confidence in reading and interpreting Herodotus, τὸν 

πεζὸν ἐν ἱστορίαισιν Ὅμηρον (‘the prose Homer in the realm of history’), as he is celebrated in 

an inscription from Halicarnassus. Our primary focus will be on translating selections of the 

Histories, paying close attention to Herodotus’ language, style, and narrative techniques. We 

will also read much of the rest of the Histories in English and explore broader questions of 

Herodotus’ poetic antecedents and cultural milieu; philosophy of history; gender, ethnography 

and the Other in the Histories; the role of the divine; freedom and empire; and the work’s 

reception. 

Instructor: Prof Emily Baragwanath 

GREK 713 (formerly 510) – Readings in Greek Literature of the Fourth Century 

In this course we will survey some of the important authors, works, and genres of Greek 

literature of the fourth century BCE, reading short pieces and parts of longer works by Plato, 

Xenophon, Lysias, Aristotle, Isocrates, Demosthenes, and others. Class meetings will focus on 

careful translation and analysis of the assigned Greek texts, with attention to language, style 

and literary interpretation. We will also devote substantial time to readings in current 

scholarship on the literary-historical and cultural context of the period. 

Instructor: Prof. Janet Downie 

GREK 755 – Greek Tragedy 

We will read Aeschylus' Agamemnon in its entirety, along with selected passages from the rest 

of the Oresteia.  The main textbook for the class will be D. Raeburn and O. Thomas, "The 

Agamemnon of Aeschylus:  A Commentary for Students" (Oxford 2011), and secondary reading 



will be provided on Sakai. 

Instructor: Prof. Patricia Rosenmeyer 
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Department of Classics 
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LATN 101 – Elementary Latin I 

The objectives of this course are to cover the basic elements of Latin grammar, to give some 

practice in reading and writing Latin, and to introduce students to Roman civilization through a 

study of the language of the Romans.  Three sections offered. 

Instructor: Katie Tardio 

LATN 102 – Elementary Latin II 

The objectives of this course are (a) to complete the study of Latin grammar begun in Latin 1 

and (b) to look at some of the social and cultural ideas of the Romans as these are reflected in 

Latin passages read in class.  Three sections offered. 

Staff 

LATN 203 – Intermediate Latin I 

Latin 203 focuses on reading, translation, and regular grammar review.  Readings will come 

primarily from Sallust’s Bellum Catilinae.  Two sections offered. 

Staff 

LATN 204 – Intermediate Latin 

The purpose of Latin 204 is to strengthen the students’ command of Latin grammar, syntax, 

sight-reading, and scansion. We will fulfill this purpose by reading a selection of Latin classical 

poetry (e.g. Catullus, Horace, Ovid, and others). We will discuss the poetics and concerns of 

these authors. Requirements include weekly quizzes, two midterms, small projects, and a final 

exam. Assignments will focus on reading in Latin with an eye to improving students’ ability to 

read Latin poetry at sight. 

Instructor: Hannah Sorscher  

LATN 222 – Cicero 

This class will read and examine some of Cicero’s greatest works, including oratory, letters and 

dialogues. Cicero was a most prominent statesman, speaker and writer, and, in spite of himself, 

he played a key role in the fall of the Roman Republic. In addition to reading original texts in 

Latin and discussing the style and thought of the work, we will also look at the historical and 

political context in which Cicero lived and wrote. 

Instructor: Prof. James O’Hara 

Latn 332 – Roman Comedy 

This course studies the extraordinary comedy of Plautus and Terence, which can be quite 

disturbing as well as quite funny. We will read these plays while asking particularly what they 



teach us about Roman social life. 

Instructor: Prof. Sharon James 

LATN 784 – Tacitus 

This course provides an intensive introduction to the Roman historian Tacitus, focusing on the 

history and culture of his own times.  Readings will include Agricola, Dialogus de oratoribus, and 

Histories 1 and 2 in Latin; other parts of the corpus, including the other extant books of the 

Histories, in English; and selections from contemporary writers (e.g., Pliny, Quintilian, 

Suetonius) in either Latin or English, as appropriate.  We will also survey the secondary 

literature in order to become familiar with the major scholars, issues, and points of controversy.  

Requirements, beyond regular translation and discussion of the text, include class 

presentations, tests, and a paper (10-12 pages). 

Instructor: Prof. James Rives 

LATN 901 – Seminar: Ovid and Literary Theory 

Latin 767 has two related tasks: (a) to introduce classics students to the rudiments of literary 

theory and its uses for the study of classics; (b) to study Ovid’s love poetry and the history of 

classical scholarship on it. We will begin with an overview of the developments in literary 

theory; we will then conduct intensive studies in reader-response and literary theory. Ovid’s 

love poetry (Amores and Ars Amatoria) will be a case study for the theoretical materials; the 

criticism devoted to it will also prove a case study for developments in classical scholarship, 

particularly as they relate to literary theory. 

Instructor: Prof. Sharon James 


